
 

 
 

Capsule from Asteroid Explorer “HAYABUSA” 
Successfully Returns to Earth  

 
Tokyo, June 14, 2010 - NEC Corporation announced today that the sample recovery capsule 

installed in the Hayabusa asteroid probe successfully landed on Sunday night , June 13, 2010 at 

Woomera, South Australia, following a seven year mission to a small asteroid 300 million kilometers 

away. 

 

The probe was developed to collect particles from the surface of the asteroid Itokawa and to return 

them to Earth - the world's first mission of this kind. 

 

Under the direction of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), NEC has been involved in 

the development, manufacturing testing and operation of satellite systems, as well as the 

development of major on-board equipment, including the ion-engine and sample collection equipment. 

 

This cutting edge development and technology helped Hayabusa achieve several scientific firsts, 

including it’s becoming the world’s first spacecraft to successfully land and take-off on a body other 

than the moon.   

 

For detail on NEC’s contributions to the Hayabusa project, please visit 

http://www.nec.com/global/ad/hayabusa/ 

 

For media enquiries please contact 
Will Clarke 
NEC Australia Pty Ltd  
Tel: 03 92714172 
Email: will.clarke@nec.com.au  
 
Visit www.nec.com.au/news for more information and follow NEC on Twitter @NEC_Australia 
 
About NEC Corporation 
NEC Corporation is a leader in the integration of IT and network technologies that benefit businesses and people 
around the world. By providing a combination of products and solutions that cross utilise the company’s 
experience and global resources, NEC’s advanced technologies meet the complex and ever-changing needs of 
its customers. NEC brings more than 100 years of expertise in technological innovation to empower people, 
businesses and society.  For more information, visit NEC at http://www.nec.com. 
 
About NEC Australia  
NEC Australia is a fully owned subsidiary of NEC Corporation. NEC Corporation operates in 44 countries around 
the world, employing over 140,000 people with annual revenues in excess of $US45 billion. In Australia NEC 
researches, develops and deploys advanced IT/Network communication solutions and services tailored to 
business and government. Its product range includes IP Communications Servers, Broadband Access Systems, 
Digital Signage, Systems Integration and Hosted Application and Network Services amongst many others. 
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